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We enjoyed making this magazine. We hope you enjoy
reading it.
We thank the authors of articles (naturally}. Also, Karmen N.

for comics. and the typewriter, and Derek Lee and Jan pourne, the artists.

Hon N. & Glymis L.
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NEWS UN_PEOPLE TN THE CLUB

* Tim Cameron is on long service leave in the U.S.A.

#* Lynn & Les 0. are away for T months grand-touring Ireland,
Scotland and Rurope. Good luck to them. ”

% Bill Dunstan hopes to join the Special Air Service, and is

at present in Singleton.
* Qlynis Lee is on holiday among the hill pecople of Theiland.

# Jan Bournme is working near the Big Pebble (Ayer*s Rock].
She has recovered enough fer climbing on camels and up

mountaing. s

» Allan Watson, we discover, is really a businessman in disguise.

# Ron Ninnis is coming and going again. Back to cold Tassie

this time. See you later, Rom.

» Roy Williams ran on the Bridge to Bay Fun Run.

s worked out thot we're exactly
e meteas from Cairnsl

* "THAT'S progresst In ten seconds it’
one million, four thousand and on
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S0 9 W lker's Cresk is :t. the "buck® ¢I' 1. #llaot. 1t has a goud

T
- = e

driTure oi oo bs, ™ocks wnd views 1t is quite epew with aome surprises,

he ade. nere 13 to ¢ 0@ down tie river Lie JLrst day, from the end of
Fhe dbergowris Rd, We thew will find a good beunch to eamp ut. Next ) -
day, we canoe dovm furthes {0 e &0 5. The fulls are one of the best

in Horth Qld. Canoes are not supplied. on-cunoeists will be able to °

wulk in from a property close to the junction,

4 new walle t¢ explore a new ares. The mzp islicates that the creck
should be well worth exploration, Miis creek Tlows from the Jisters
(. Elldet Bk ),

¥OLPT 19/20 Tully R, Gorge. Leader: Lou Durvenisa.

Thig is 2 apectucular gorge with sheer sidey iu some pluices. Thers are
gigantie boulders, some grey aviflet colonies, and some serub-buashing
up & very steap rilze out of the gorre. Some axpericace and ability

ig 7ecessary.

OCT 4 Killymaoon Creek,

an open ereek, good swinning holes, and close to Towvmsville,

DCT 17/48  He: camp Creek & Circle View Mt,

We walk up llen Campy Oreel, olinb to tis top of Zircle View 7%, then
drop diate 21lery Jreek and to = nearby access road. Two creeks for the

price of one, plus 2 panoramic view of the whole area,

HOV 1 Raspberry Creek Palla.
Thege fulls ave at Upper Stone sdjuaceont to the Lt. Fox Runge. This is N

a new urea Lo recouncitre. Looks good on the map. Ougatl to be pood

falls, awl & rocky creek.

* 10V 14/15 Lount Snec.
Awalle in history along some old peck-horse trails. 1% combines the
begt views of the [ t. “pec area, riiaforest und a swinming hole. 2

cool ares in summer,

OV 29 Bullockv Ton'g Yreek ~ a major tributary of Crystal Creek;

"Yiscoveral" 1l.at year. Plenty of cool water, nny swiwning holes,
and close t-'f.' T{!‘,'{T!:-‘-;{?_‘:"! Ter :

it

S0 12/13  Rwuwidng River ldenic - This is a favourite 3n0t: u sandy




beach for camping, and a deep swimming hole.

#* Dates may be changed. In fact, the whole programme is provisionsal,
and detailg of each walk sh_ould be obtained at the club meetings.
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JHE BUSHWALKING HORM
written by Bob Ferguson.

edited by Ron Ninnis.

-

To Norm, walling means getting up from his front row view of the

T.V. set, going to the fridge to get another cold tinnie, and returning
to spectate on th & cricket. Bushwalking is a waste of tine.

However, we know that he is wrong, don't we?

We, the priveledged few, get opportunities even Harry Butler does

not get. Have you seen Harry encounter gympie, lantena, or raspberry
bush? These are the hidden treasures of North Qld.

When you bushwalk you usually cemp. Camps are fun, aren't they?
Wo imagine finding an unblemished ares away from Nan's neuroses, and
noise and contrivances. You get there and light a fire; a fire which
brings to your attention that you have unexpected guests.

At this point, you go to your tent to get the DETERENT. (DIDYA
H_AVAGOODWEEKEND ? WNo! You forgot the AEROGUARD!) Now you don't let
one little disappointment deter you. Now.at least you'll get & good
night's sleep, or ffy to. Gueas who didn't check under their tent for
projections? Well, this leads to a gquick shuffle of poaition, several
times during the dark hours, and somehow you manage to get a barely
adequate amount of sleep.

Enough h_owever, to inspire you on the next day, to where you are

sure the grass is greener,

Bushwalking is like life: it has its ups and downs.
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THE PEOPLE ONE MERTS

Oh yes, around Magnetic Teland is an easy two day trip, or so my memory
tells me. No, there is no need to take the early boat (Marion had not
been there).

We felt sure that the Taxi driver who took Marion, Alister 7, Ben 5, and
I from Picnic Bay to Horseshoe Bay considered that with our rucksacks
and sensible attire we belonged to the great unwashed., A distinetly
unfriendly individual, perhaps whose real concern was that we did not
centribute sufficiently to the tourist dollar.

At the remote end of Horseshoe Bay we entered the land of the sun worshippers
- bared bodies everywhere. We were passed by two sunlovers on our two

hour journey across the headland to Maud Bay. Iater at Maud Bay we stopped
to talk to them. Aren't you worried about skin cancer, donft you know

that Townsville has one of the highest incidents of skin cancer in the

world? No, we are from Sydney. We want as much sun as possible in as

short a time as possible., We decided that the disciples at the far end

of Maud Bay must alsc be Southermers.

You must be enexgetic, shouted *he boating people in bay 4, Wilson Bay,
a8 we hurried by. As the sun set and we gpent, the last hour in the
darkness crawling over, around and under boulders to reach Funtingfield
Bay, we decided that we must also be gtupid.

Next morning, we:all caught fiesh for breakfast. The children forgave us.
We picked the wrong creek out of Huntingfield Bay and spent an unpleasant
two hours climbing 200 metres to a saddle up a bouldery, difficult creek.
Tunch, we had on a saddle looking down on West Point.

At Veat Point, we came into the back yaxd of some real Islanders. Jacko,
wife and two children - painter, oyster farmers, marvellous people.

Would you like to see this book of poems "The King of Ballyho" by E. Harper,
illustrated by myself and ebout to be released. Yes, that is the same

tin mining Eddie Harper, whom we first met with the children at Pazzle
Creek and well known to the bushwalkers, ete., etc.

The eight kilometre road walk from West Point to Picnic Bay is a bit of

@ killer., The bribe ration of Smarties per each half hour proved its
real worth.

Yes, we told the group of friendly New Zealanders whose company we enjoyed
on the boat trip back to Townsville, around the Tsland coastlire is a
fabulous trip, but with young children, it is & difficult trip and not to
be taken lightly. As well, you meet all sorts of interesting people.

L. DARVENTZA

Ossie .
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MAGAZINE REV1EY by Ron Ninnis

"WiLD" is a new mugazine o: "buahwalkin&i skitouring, canoeing
and clinbing" (the rucksagk SporTts). tne Pirst édificn is just out
and it is to be published quaftquy”( January, 5§riL, July, October).
It is a high queality magazine, bdﬁféd'by Cris Baiter, a top Australian
climber, The authors of the articles are tops of their fields.

This edition has a review of skifcnring tents, a tali with Geoff
Mosely, and skitouring in the Snowy Ed;htains.;;There is an excellent
article on bushwalking in thg_ugtrudden pgrfé‘h&fCradle feuntain.,

At 81.95, it is much beEter: valie than’ Gutdsors magazine, and
closer to tﬁéﬁinfeféats of most people who will read this article:
even the advertisements are mors relevant.

For subscriptions write to: 5
Wild Publicaticms, P.0. Box 41%, Prahran, Vic.
(Distributors: Gorden & Gotch)

A WU I NN NN X

DID YOU KHOW that the Townsviiié"N.F.C. Bushwualking Club is 21 years
01d? The first meeting wes in April, 1960,

“Now s is et aglvngl o
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THE WALKING TRACK

Down the shadowed track I wander

With shimmering specks of moment's intercst.

At times the pace is quickened
Taking all ir at a glance,

while at others, an inténse study
Shows all the i2tails of one's life.
Sometimes the track takes me downhill
Where life flows easily ‘

% awareness is essential -
Steep gradations drain ny energy
and I feel & yearning for an end.
But, as always, it seems, that
A% alnest bpreaking point,

I'm at the crest of the siape
iﬁd.ahead lies the downhill.
Alwcya press on :

As ot the top of each climb

There®s always a way dowa.

The p:ah narrews -

Pightoning spece and enclosing
e world around me.

A need axises

Te detour off the well-worn irack
Where few have ever trodden.

Here soltitude is found

Ard independencs strengthened;

And contentment is sought in nature's surroundinzs

by G. Lee

et
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MT. WILEELM Sept. 1980.
by Ron Ninnis

Would you believe in snow on the
Equator? I was told the snow is
not uncommon on top of Mt.
Wilhelm, the highest mountain in
Papua Nuigini, at an altitude cf
4509 (14,795 ft).

This pesk is in Simbu Provinice.
roughly halfway between Goroka anc

kt. Bagan. There is & road from 1o

highway at Kundiawa tc the last
village, Fegesugl {43 laz), and has
to be seen to be believed. In
places the road is eut into wert.: .
cliffs, and the views from tnr ¢

the road are literally breathtaking.

I stayed overnight at the "Lodge"
at Kegesugl, a sturdy grass hut owned

. by the Wilhelm Tourist Council (3 k*/night). It is advised to spend

the night here to acclimitize to the eltitude (2600 m).

Barly nexi morning I set off to “Base Caup" ( at 3350 m). This.
took approx. 3 hours with some difficulty in breathing already avparent.

The path was through subalpine forest with a moss carpet undernesth.

I stopped many times to watch and photograph meny birds, including the
colourful Stephanie BRird of Paradise.

Base Camp consisted of a strong, well-constructed 4-frame hut,

containing matresses and a kerosene stove whick fumigatéé'the hut.

(cost:2.50 k/night). It is situated beside the first of
lakes named Pindeuwe; and at the edge of the tree line.

scattered dwarf shrubs, then moss only.

At the hut, I met up with a party from Li% University. They were

planning to get up at 1 am the next wmorning te recch the sugmit before

clouds start to cover the tops.

two basin

From here
upward, the vegetation consists of alpine tussocks, then changing to

S0, at two o'clock, still half asleep, the group set off with

i

torches. The track is pretty well-beaten, and a2 guide ic not reelly
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to provide him with clothing, shoes,
food and something to sleep under.

At 3650 m, we came across the
wreckage of an American Liberator bLouw'.ri,
which croshed in 1944. To the side ol
the path was & conplete propellor, all
twisted and chewed.

Looking dowvm were the two
forbidding dark lakes, one feeding the
other. Looking back was a deep road,
puctuated occasionally by the twinkle ¢
an isolated village light.

The track then followed a spur with -
gheer precipices on both sides. Tais e A R
section is exposed to cold wind, moving - -

up the valley. I was, however, stili d"gj_!- B @ 4 :

walking in sherts. The teumperature e J i
was just above freezing point. 1 was figlv’ !
glad of the wooler socks on my feet :'“\,-’

o

. and hands, and my home-nade balaclava -

a spere underpants!

After 2 hours, the new batteries in my torch faded. I had expected
this, and cerried a spare one in my pocket, keeping it ware, (It would
be safer to carry two extra batteries),

At around 4000 m;ISOmeone had painted every tenih rock orange, Trad,
or vhite. o

At this stage meny people cannot continue ~ 2ltitude sickness is
very comnon., Everyone in our party was feeling the symptoms: headaches
which intensified, shortness of breath, nausea and lessitude. Two-
people suffered loss of balanée. |

Here there was frost on the rocks, and I was faintly dissapointaﬁ
at the lack of snow. ” ”

I had judged accurately the amount of gear to teke ~ 2 jumpers,

shorts and a pair of overtrousers in my pack in.case the weather
-deteriorated. '

1t was now just on sunrise with drametic views in sll directions

of u-sheped valleys, and morainal ridges. All seemed to be enveloped
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in a thick cloak of silence.

Fitness and sheer detoruinaticr
saw me to the top. It was neces.
$o rest every 20 peaces. Once -
peek, I felt no exhileration, o' ¥
relief, |

Ve could see halfway to buil
pnorth and south coasts. On & clear
day we were told you can see hotn

coasts and some islands.

In 2% hours, I wag back at bose
camp, sitting up in my sleeping bag f’
sipping chicken noodle soup. After
swallowing two codeine tablets, I
dropped into oblivion, and dreamt of

snow covered peaks,

A NN 2 3 AU e A 3 e

ARIR Wiy do I do it, Y Wy do T drive myself to Because 1 canh o
W RES L ask myself... ¢ the limib of mu rhysical < resist o thallenge &
A C 1 w Fo] . _»_—.?

) o

o &

ot
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1

lan(Big Ian) Misbit's conment after diving into Ollera Creek in mid-
winter : "It's not that the water's cold, it's just tk ice you dbreuk
when you dive in",

e I A A 6 RN
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NOUNT SPEC TN THE 1930'S

by Captain Burla

In the early thirties Yount Spec had another boozing indus by
the iourist. Its scrublands and waterfalls were becomins well known
attractions., This was before tne Mount Spec Road was built and tourists
desiring to see the scenic beatrt.:.es of the Spec would come by rail %o
_Bambaroo, where they would be met by Mr, Fred West and taken on a
unique adventure— a journey along the trails on horseback. Shay?'s
Guest House at this time was much in prominence and the hospitelity
of the hosts was as well Jmown as the beauwty of its surrcundings.

Let's saddle a horse and follow once again a party of tourists along . .
the Porchid® trails.

We left Townswille by the Caima m& train and were met by Mr,
Fred West's agen: in Bapbaroo. At the foot:.of the moumtain we had &8
good dinner and we were sfterwerds teken §n hand by Mr. Joe Holland,

the assistant guide, Our belongings were strapped on a packhorse and
i we started the big climb at sbouwt 3 p.m. Ve met kir. West on the way, with
saddle horses; but these were for another party visiting the bearding
establishment at Waterfall Creek. Our' way then led devmhill for a
stretch, tat soon the upkill track became steeper than ever, on
reaching the top of the gorge we were cenducted to Gard's lLookout,
where we had our first experience of the beaut:.es af ¥t. Specs
Parning towards the sea, we bad & magnif:;cent view of ithe coastline,
from HEinchinhrook Island to Cape Cleveland.

At 7 pom. we camped for the night at 2 deserted mlner's camp,
and after a refreshing bath in ice colﬂ water, we bad ‘a great appetite
for taa. ‘After that, not much t:n.me was wasted in preparing ‘for aleep,
as the long stiff cXimb had left us pmpe*lj tired, but h&ppy. - The .
next morning we were up bnght and early, atxicus to see the aighta. Fo ]

h
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Looking up the creek, ve obtained a glorious view of the lmzqriant bush
vegetation, A large clearing had been made sbout the old camp, and a
munber of self-sovm. citrus trees were loaded with fruit,

After breakfast, o start was made for Saltwater Gorge and Falls.
Ve had not gone far when we came upon another clearing richly covered -
with gross. It wes the picturesque site of ifr. JRhnzon's residenge,
with whom we stopped for a chat, We were led by lir, Holland along a
scrub track which only the experienced eye could follow, On every
aide ferns, orchidsg and palms gladdened the sight., Ve saw nany fine
erystal woterholes end we could not resist the temptoation of hoving e
swine, In the tweo hours of walking we vwere ot the head of the Gorge
and then e enjoyed splendid views of the surrounding country., On
looking dovm the Gorge, it eppearcd quite impossible to get to the
bottom. But the guide led us down a safe track, and in about half an
hour, we were et the foot of two big falls, Ve then climbed a cliff
end did a little clearing to take some snags.

After dimmer, we retraced our steps back to the camp. The guide
soon prepared a good subgtantial bush meal; and didn't wve enjoy ite.

The next day wve werc again up eady, and took the twsck to Gold
Creek Falls. e reached the bottom in o 1ittle over an hour, and
after wvaiting for the sun to get into o suitable position for a
camora, we obtained some fine views. Our next place of interest wos
Foxlee's LOOkD‘J:l't, vhich wos only & mile frow our camp. Here eould be
geen onother splondid view of the coastline, really one of the bost.
On our ﬁay back, taking enother track, v called at Gard Brothers®™ Tin
IHine s Yo looked over the workings ond saw many ebjects of intorest,
including a watervheel stamper, We poid a visit to Shay's Boarding
House, where we vere sprpriﬁed with the conveniences that are provided
for tourists. A party who had stayed there was leaving for the Cairns
mail train and regretted thét they were not able to enjoy a longer
holiday.

Later on ve were token in hand by lire Fred West, who told us th&t
ve had not seen half the sights, We next paid a visit to Watorfall
Creck, Our guide picked.on casy path through the rugged country, and
node difficult ftasks easy., We saw Diorite Falls, which flow over a
rock formation into & big pool 15 to 20 feet decp. About threc
humdred yords distont wore the Trout Fells. In the clear pool bencath
we could see g great number of fine mowntcin frout, which looked
tempting. .4 fecture of the Trout Fells wos t@o poeculicr formation of
the cliffs, wvhich couses the water to spring wp ond deseribe a circle
before finishing ite headlong coursc., Continuing our journey, we
arrived ot the junction of Pinch Gop and Taterfall Grecks whore we
nade a camp for the nisht., Thence we procceded to Trssel Fern ond
Viest Falls vhere the scenery was magnificent., WNot far avecy there.is
an ottroactive swimming hole, having a length of one hundred yords,
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thirty yords vide and o depth of over twenty feet. On coch side there
is o woll of rock fully onc humdred feet high. The woler was beouwtifully
cleor and we could not keep out of it, After our swim, e were
delighted with the appearance of a dointy het meal vhich only an expert
bushmon like lr, West ccﬁld have provided, Nothing like his "French
Gallon® could bBe found at any city hotel, :

Our next move in the direction of Kia Ora Falls, vhich have a
drop of 300 feet, vith the fogming pool ot the bottow. Thence there wos
o stiff cldmb to Moidenhoir Folls which afford, n very plt':asnnt vicw,
bonﬁnuing up the creck we come to Orchid Follg, vhich a.\,re woll named,
The bush vegetotion is mest attractive and the oxchids ore numerous
and of various kinds., Further on o number of small falls were met with
and the clinbing become rather scvere., In some plaoces, m;a were cravling
nlong gidevrays, vhere a slip should have meant certoin desth, But e
were well rewarded for all the trouble by the sight of View Folls, The
.scenery in this locality cannot be surpessed anyvhere in the tfusiralic.
In all the 1!-"‘1:@:1"110195 ve saw numbers of freshvicter croyfish and
occagionally o few small turtles. Heving procceded og for as our time
would permit, "¢ made beck for the comping ground, which we reached
carly in the ofternoon, After cmnjoying our late dinmer, e started
for lir, Vestts rceidence at the foot of the mountodn, Ve hod spent
nearly o week on Fount Spec cnd enjoyed every minute of the time, We
were truly astonished that such conditions and such scenery could be
found vAathin ecsy reach of Tevmsville, On Weterfell Creek there are:
upvierds of seventy=five waterfolls, so thot the name cannot be wondared
at. At Insulatoi Gorge there are mony interesting views. The sideg of
the hille ore covered with timber and amongst the trees there is a
profusion of ferns, polms, creepers and other vegetable growths,
'This f.f'orgc ig only ome hour's walk fronm FMr. West's home ond is well
worth o visite

e felt sorry thaot the time passed so quicldy but as the sgying
goes, YAll good things come to on end', If anyone is fond of mountain
climbing amongst beautiful naturcl scenery, I would scy, “Go to
Hount Spec", It is o wonderful change for the tovm dweller.

b e b e bl STt e o ot
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PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHTS
m‘-—_ﬁ*‘m_-

BEING

Climb to the thresheld of
your own beliefs,

not with the statement

of others,

but with the footsteps of

your own experience,
e

R AN X NN

FIRST STEP .'
®
&
L3

As you sit in silence
on & lomely beach

or & drifiing sand dune,
you discover the possibilities
for a new world

and 2 new gself.

Tou may not be transformed
by the experience.
But if it stirs within you
the desire to he -
. then you've taken the first step.

I AW SR A

If a man does not keep pace with his companions
perhaps it is because he bears a different drummer,

JI
@
Let him step to the music which he hears. - Thoreau.

i
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WATER IS NO PROELEW

by Berry Toyehion,

Before we commenced our trip, Vel
we facetiously remarked, "water is o
no problem in Tasmania". We found, f  i)
to owr chagrin, that it was very
much otherwise. We had climbed Ly
12 major peaks and decidsd to try __1
the. "daddy of them all", Federation
Peak. Our first attempt was a ;}xf Lalf
gomevhat half-huarted one from “I}”f ol ;

Farmhouse Creek., Three days of

hard walking, mainly through the }fiff;‘“$;y
forest, end then a thundersTtorw v

and rain held us up.

Qur second attempt was well
planned and rmuch more virile. /
For three days we crossed the
plains, then struggled through '{
steep forest and rock, ic places A
pack~hauling our laden rucksacks, o

but leaving 4 caches of food for A

ovr return. On our 6th day we wers e
within striking distance of the
surmriit, and intended to reach there,
“but it was not to be. Hick winds af
rain sent ug scuttling for our
"sheliered campsite, cut from 5n

high scoparial and at an zltitude

of 3000 ft.

¥exrt morning, sunshine after
a red dawn, and Trom the misty
valleys disphanous veils paraded the greai rocky precipices arcund us -
a photographer®s delight! A high wind, but a3 lest we were on our way
for the Peak. But we had barely set foot across the airy Southern
Traverse when & change came in the weather. The filmy scaxves became
log-ridden mists, dark clouds came apace, and we reiuctanily turned
back. We saw our first furred animal, a wallaby, leaping dovxhill,
probably for cover: he knew the weather portent better than va, Then
commenced our leng vigil, which, of necessity, related to the food
situation. Jill had packed for 14 days - 5 duys in, & dey on the
mountain, and 5 days cut, giving us 2 days for hula-up. Ve 3id not

know then thet we were on an {8 day bunger epic - bui ihai is enother
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e dnw, m fouxd ﬂ.afiﬁim in oz ~3.ya..~.. e U7 Tain jackots

lnhad. and eur Poon booars sorsy, o0 W watrinted o the tout and the
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fo.., after all, oy mm B0 Suemsl bock {xen o mewstata with 5 dw.ns
mqimu. Db, BSE S0 @96 Back.... AT TEEN? Hov long would 4hds
woather 1a8%? For wo bud an andades tegk To zeach foon locr, our next
2008 cochie. s regaled cur imo weililag weder the inese water torture
of dripping froa {he m, by apesdotas of the c:mloraru, _u;:ociully
from & food point of vicw. - ks 4hoy ale thedr huskies end starved _
thedir wey across {2e willezassa, Tecw 1% win, that huge churk of grey
guartaite, lems then ¢ howre eway, ebiny w%b vater down its flanks,
ite heal Wwied dn o wwally cov 2f owmim Sug wdst.

"ihet, atlier ail, ¢ic Jommetions Adke thess
Stmtifaeca :@f.-‘:a, 29 wom coms {0 consider
Placed ot on angdn of oy Aegraena®

Yo bad waitcd € doyp, malving eno ahereners - suvely such devotion l‘hould
¥o rewarded - Just & few howy of dagunily Lize waather. Frustration Pesk!

Gxoet Joyl Ouw G foy i clesr wnd oomrv @ ooy sprained. ankle
is elmost its womrel ciss cgedn, el oot peak gtanis oterk and vivid
‘against a Blve sky. % 48 sow 6D BSTT - we bave ot encugh foocd to stay
enother day. ¥e galn the Scuthomn Frcverse, tie on the vope, and warily
edge ouw way asrees. Lo enpomm 4z turrdfic as we look down the alwont
vortical face %o Iasko Cosves, noayly 2060 £t. below. Exhilaration Peak!
But the hand and foot-holds, fQongh oold, and o litile demp, are adequade,
The signpost reads “Zmrmity wo ropeleamglh ¥y rope length, we ascend: and
there is the coimn, the top, at last! We forget our aches and pains,
‘our fm‘tmﬁm, ioy fingors and frosen toss, Tor here, as the hook sayn
ie "ibe climex of tho wile 2rip¥, end it is tizo o celebrats. Not
' chanpagne, but & stiock of Madkpool Bock, o b gnawod lovingly end
ln.sh:l.ng]g on this glopious ook ef Folcmetion, '

For some obaecurs xm¢m9 3 hﬁw not « warkape it is the long tenuous
approach, perhaps dite place &2 b, midot ¢ such profoand peaks, - but
Fedoration, move ihon eny att»t‘m.:‘ iz & "fog” peek - sonething magical like
Fairyiand, ISiisdre Ballcs 4c meovad so cm hio distant view of Nont Hlane,
“tho texror of height eadl €? dds! omae, ond the infinite potential of
a'oup‘tioa, wheros springs thn A4 ize {hirst of the poxl®, '
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We had meant, of course, the LACK of water was "no problem": but here
again we wers wrong, for, in this Year of the Drought, we came to Goon
Moor Camp to find the holes, which on ovr return were brimming with
crystal aqua, a series of mud pots or smelly stagnation. The blue lokes
below mocked us; impossible to get down the steep, covered in thick
scrub. Two Goons scouting the Moor for that Very necegsary agua pota’bile.g
and it was only after a prolonged search that we found a hole where from
we were able 1o skinm a few cupfuls of precious liguid. VWhen the rain aid
come, there was far too much ~ 5 days of it! But, such is the Bushwalkers®
lot in this beautiful Australia, and, in retrospect, those memories of

wai‘l::n.ng fade into insignificance behind the ~limbing of such & splendid

o Perrg Daviry Trachk
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BAREFOOT IN THE (NATIONAL) PAR__K.

Have you ever wondered about the aa.nity of the barefoot bushwalker? . ... -~
" Are "'barefooters" really cragzy, or not? Well, let’s ook at some possible :

reagons why people walk ‘barefoot.

1) 1Ia it because barefeet are cheaper than shoss? Perhaps the;r"" '
are, Hcma#er, you can always get a new pair of shoes, but even if you
could buy & new pair of feet from the morgue, it might be a bit p&inf‘ul
getting ‘!:he 014 ones off. (Ten minutes ailence for a dead joks),

2y 1Is 'it because people want tough feet? On s recent walk up
Murray Falls, Bob Watson was heard saying "At least my feet will be
tough next time". .. Some shoe—lovers might not see the logic in someone

' putting up with all that pain just so walking would be a little less
painful the next tme.

3) Perhaps nagging blisters or wet, slippery rocks cause an increase
in th e nmmber of barefoot walkers? ' :

4) Maybe some people just want 1o portra.,r a mache image by showmg
how tough they are. Because, let's face facts, walking berefoot does
hurt after a while; éspecially when you're not a total barefoot fanatic.
Well, all I can say is I'm glad I'm not male,

I don't have ‘to_‘ pretend
it doeen't hurt at times. o

5) Or, horror of horrors to all shoe-lovers, maybe some peopls -
really enjoy barefooting it. '

Perhaps you shoe-lovers should try it, too,

. Who knows, you may enjoy it. Go on, stand on your owm 60 em. (2 £t to
those unmetricated people). ‘. @ o,

‘ ' B.B.(The Barefcot Bushwaikar)

*****H****H**l I I IR ) L

whatever yocur reason.
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IIZ GOLD™N STwt: -

NoRT QUEEXSLAND'S #IRST GOLDF&F@Ql

by Captain Burla

"GOLD - GOLD 1N TEE NORTH®",

It is almost one kundred yoors sinee that magic ery was heard in
the North,  I% was first given Yy ¥illiam Gibsen in loveuber, 1865,
Gibson was an. Overseer working on Lotswond Station., He fourd a nugget
on the Star River ville mustering cattle. He reported the find 1o the
Lands Commissioner of iloxth Kennedy, MNaurice 0'Connell, thn sfainHed
at Dalrymple,

"Gold in the North®, fThe cxry was.eahoed ir the newly opened of
Tovmsville, . The call caused a stir of excitement., 7t is recorded
that on January 25th, 1866, a public meeting was beld, ang s sum of
£500 was voted ag & reward to William Gibson for having discovered
goid in the North, " Excited mailmen carried the news down the Burdekin
Valley over long miles of Tutted, dray tracks., Soon the eall echoeq
around Port Denison, 1% stifred the imaginatioy of the diggers on thea
Peak Downs and Rockhampton fields :and, fanneg by dreams of hidden
wealth and riches, a push 800n started to tha Nortn,

Bdward Cunninghan ang other pastoralistis offered £1,000 for the
discovery of o Paycble goldfisic iy the North. Suech was the enterprise
and public“spiri% of our piorzers whose greatest desire was 1o promote
Progress and encourage the development of the country.



On February 25th 1866, the steamer "Williams" arrived at Townsville
with a number of diggers from Rockhampton and Bowen. The track to the
Star River diggings was over Harvey's Range by & newly formed road,

In the distance of about pixty miles there were no great difficulties
to encounter, No doubt with recollections of the great soutliern
goldfields in mind, there was an air of excitement about Star Rivexr.

Richard Daintree reported on the field im March 1866. Gibson
and Thorton won 96 oz. of gold and,'although some promising shows
were opened, the field generally was a poor one, The Star River diggings
extended from Keelbotiom Creek to Running River with the main camp of
_ the diggers on Speéd's Creek, ten miles from Dotswood Station. Evidently
th ¢ season vas a dry one for the recovery of alluvial gold was hindered
by the shortage of water.

This was the first gol&:uéh ih Yorth Queensland. It was not a
success, but some good alluvial'gbld was obtained and & number éf reefs
‘were too pooxr for profitaﬁla working. In those days, with primitive
appliances, only very rich reefs would yield profits. 1In one way,
however, the Star River diggings were successful. It proved that
auriferous country existed in North Queensland and the vrospectors
who came went on to better fortunme. Quickly the gold seckers spread
over the ranges and soon the rich fields of Cape River, Ravenswood

and Charters Towers yielded up their golden treasure.

The discovery of gold on the Star heralded the beginning of a
fabuloug era, Within ten'years, the goldfields of the Rorth attracted
world wide attention.
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RON'S CHECKLIST

This list is hand;'fo chéék your pack just before you go bushwalking.
Even experienced people leave things behind, especizliy if you pack
5 minutes before you go, a3 some of us do,

*FOCD ok A RUCKSACK/DAY FiCK

*YATCHES(PAPERY = . TEND/FLY

*BILLY £ GRUUED SHEET/PONCEC 1
*QUP/PLATE KARRTHAT '
TIF OPENER | SLEEPING Bed/LINER/ILiNKET/BLANKET '

*KRIFE & SPOCN BiG

*TORCH/GLOBE/BATTERY
_ ®WATER BOTTLE e

‘! KEKDING KIT - needle, thread,

SCis50rs.
SANDSHOES (SOCKS) Y " pIRSTATD EIT
SHIRT, SHORTS ~ Elastoplast
*TOGS - Safety pins
*PULLOVER -~ Bandage
*PARKA / PONCHO -~ Burn Crcanm
HAT *.. Stingose
SPARE CLOTHING
TRACK NOTES 'CAMERA /*FILM
COMPASS - TOILET PiPER
PERCIL SO4P /*HATR SHAIPOO

CORD
PLASTIC BAGS

*INSECT REPELLART
*SUN_FILTER LOTION

' . fg"r. & ,.“ Faad Lk ‘ o .s-nf 09
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YOUR FRIENDS IN THE BUSH

THE STINGING TREE

"“’r“‘*‘**’"'-?w—- :
( Dencrocmide  movoides) f{NO 13
@Cows as a sShroh wy Cleored spaces and ale
of vainforest, Ofher species

ng edge s \&'&wz‘ﬁl

: aow ko tall krees  Vhe leaves and shoms
M- e Sheuks are covered, wwita ALty L\&:ﬂ"& Eack ‘Vaour contains o potmon
Fnd  hag G charp pont

detachabie head . A Hhe slightest
and  break ot | lr\jfif'*'l*‘\f'} Hag Mp{"u“:nn-

G be {(eM for as lomi as wmondg  atbevwards

lenves despite e +oxic hotes cand birds eat Hae
purple Lraits  withaok Marmiol
arimals ahovld avold thig Sarubh o all

wirtbh . ecast
Youck. Haose points  Fhck inbto e Sk

T ﬂ{-‘g&{‘j of Hep Shin
Ny tngects eat Hae
transiucent

cffect . Homang awnd ather
times,
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% Quintie . did you teel o pain |
e % When you brushed that qympie

_ free |
k"JLDL)td Lou de Pieac_:e,,aqmﬂ?

: 3 22
Cos my friend here didnt See.
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