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Hers we are at the end of the 1786 Bushwalwing vear. We ve nad
csome Oreat times throughout the vear despiliits the wet walks. I
Lelieve +thers were only a couple of dryv weskend walks This vear
amd  =pme alternabtive walks were the result of rain in the areas
£  the scheduled walks. It'es timee like these when the
fuehwalkers take +o the water and dust the cobwebs from  fh=ir
kavaks and rafte. All im all, it's been an enjoyvable vear.

e ‘ve made some mew frisnds and farewelled old friends. i'd like
to welcome back Diana, Larry and Judy. (although Larry and Judy
= oft overseas, I hear). I'd zlse like to welcome back Tamy
his i to Mepal.
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T°d like +o thank &ll those whe contribyted their time and
=fiorts to the production of this special Christmas 1ssue of the
magazine. 1'd especially like to thank Mary-Jang who did most of
the twping. Thic iz & time whern most people are very busy and
I verv much appreciate those who made time to help.

The +irst meeting of 1987 will be on 2ist January at the
“Agitkenvale Scout Hall. The time is to be advised. The +irst
walbk will be a I dav trip. Next wvear we plam scme new walks, SO
it will be & dvnamic vear for walking. I'd like to take this
spportunity +to wish everyone a Merry Christmas arnd a Happy New
vEEr . and I look forward to seeing everyone 1n the naw
bushwal king vear 1f not soonetr.

Editorial Panel: GSlwvrnis . lLse and Bes Dutfield.

CHRISTMAS RECIPES

CHRISTMAS FRUIT CAKE

Sug natural currants

200 matwal suwltanas
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Mg sun—drised o2aches

cup wholemsal +£1our ’

cup wholemeal self-raising flour
200g sun—drisd pitted dates, ciced
ZODg dehvydrated pinsapple pilieces

I cups puire water
T4 cup cold-pressed vegetable oil

2 large vervy ripe Dananas

LoDg pecan nut hals kernals

im othe water




Z Iin & large mixing bowl, -amiw ths flours th the dats A
cineapple.

T Drain the excess water +from the presceked fruity retain Z/4 cup
TOF LUEe.

4 &dd the presocaked fruit to the mixture in the mixing bowl.

= RBRlend together the water, cil and banamas until smooth.

& Pour the blended liguid into the mixing bowl with the frult and

<louwr amd thoroughly mix
Erueh little woil

ocver the inside

i

surfaces of & ZOCcm-sOuare

=

2 Ein.

Fachk the mixture into the tin. emnsuring that no sir gockets

A1,

Lightly brush &« little oil over top of mixture.
¥l Hobke for 2 ~ 3 hpours at 155 B & EF3 B

H
YOGURT POTATO SALAD
1 pint woghurt 1 teaspoon carraway seeds
1 172 teasp curry powder 1 tablesp chopped onion
1 172 teasp garlic salt Z cupe cold diced potatcoces
Combime voghurt and carrawsay sesds, cuwrry ‘powder, onlion and
garlic salt. Fold mixture into diced potatoes. Ehill & FEw
how s oefore sServing.
HAM ROLLS
13 t£hin slices oread 10 =lices ham
125g butter 2 teasp french mustard
1 teasp Ffrench mustar-d 1 teasp worcestershire satce
i1 tablesp chopped parslawv pEDDer
1 dill cucumber

Besat butter umtil smcoth and
parslev and peEpper;
butter mixtuwre

Sauce.
-cucumber.
remove crusts.,
over zach braad
zmall sticks esvenl
four pleces each.

Spread

=pll

Phe
organizsation, yet
camp fires.

IS THIS

roll =ach

vy alorng edoed

Townsville Bushwalkers c¢lub 1is
we hazve no women leading

AN ANCHALY %

worcestershire
choppsd
bread,
ot ham
+ oL

olwve

CITEEMmY . add mustard,
beat well. Fold in pinely
thinly and evenly over
clice up firmly. Foll one slice
overlapping endes. Secure ends with
cut roll betweern sticks to

1

AN N

an equal opportunity

trips or starting

o

( Who wrpte 4hs Edh)



oA tion that is owr club today 1= accepted
members with complacency., but how many of Uus have
t was established & what type of men (& women)
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na was held at the then Nationa
rs Foad. This was 1
ownsville N.F.C Bushwalk nde
& group nteen poitenitial members, it included & core of
exngerienced walkers who had drifted to Townmswville from bushwal
itbs  1nm wvarious parts of Australia. Also pressnt was Me. Cick
Goon Chew, who as the local M.F.C officer encourzged the formation
of the club % helpec gquide it through its early vears., & Mr, W.
' i«& Mo P. Heatherington appear to have been +the main
i1 the clubs establishment.
irst walk held on ZEnd May 19480 was to the Muntalungs Range
an be seen just cut of Tcwngv1 le Dn the left as you aflve
this outing % the
trnightly basis
er club walks
lang, Mt. EBtuart,
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img day Y weekend walks on &
been decided wupon then. o
in that <first vear include Magnetic Is
ralls, % Crvetal Creek.
= j Lt these =arlv meetings (compare o
ings the club came close to floundering in its irst
n some- meetings beling abanconesd completely because o
ncance. At this time various forms of advertising w
ttempt fto  incresase membership. Ferhaps this
the improved attendances of meetings over the wE
years L a more assursd future for the club. A1l howsver
mooth going.
brevity of the entries
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¥ in the club minutes % the log
boo gest the shock that was felt, whern in June 12&Z2 the
president Feter Hetherington & ther bushwalker Jcohn EBurkett
' canoeing trip to Magneitic Islancd. Although their
== _ & few miscellansous possessSicns weres founc orn A
beach south of 1aﬁqm. there were few clues as to what couls have
happened % the causes of their disappearancs i sti
speculaticn. A plagus in _ﬁe*" mEmory Can bs s
west of Mt Cook on Magneti Island facimg towards the 7T
airport.
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During the 12&£02z the club had on permanent loan from one o 1=
members s fouriteen foct dugout cutrigger canos. The cwner Mr. FRay
Lame <Toek five months to build it using omly hand tocls., He was
WOFkiIing 1n Welps at this time & he apparently had the natives in
LME  ares bewiicerzc as toc why he was going to =c much trowuble  to
Hbuilc & canoes, when he could have simply done as they did & gone
cut &  bougnht an aluminiun dinghv. This cance cften fesatursg in
Club  outingsE In those early years., FRay by the way is ones  of st



‘zas+t two honary members of the club, RHarry Hershaw Ls anothear.

In Mayv L1967 our club will be fwenty seven vears cld. The club has
seen & 1ot o members come and go in that time & guite a few of
these past members are still re=sident in Townswville. It couly be
interesting to held & socisal gathering sometime & invite past
members along‘ =ome of their reccllections of thosa earlier years
would surely be worih hearing.

Charliese Allen.

i s owLowT o ECF

Erorr PR TOLRALHS .

Memc to the 2diftoreeseseseas

'day. EHere speaketh the latest expatriate to affilia
nimself with your club. Having recently moved tc this little
corner of 0z,and ever on the lookout for & home amid the gum
trees, I can think of no better way of meeting that end than
to get out there and have z look ground. And what better
way but with an establishment such as The Townsville
Bushwalking Club.

Despite being rather hard to find, the Townsville
Bushwelking Club has proven to be friendly and its members
both keen and experienced. The.informality is refreshing
though 2t times 2 bit confusing.

The venues available in this area are awesome. I look
forward 40 many more pleasant and interesting weekends, for
what betier wey is there to see this beautiful country of
ours than from the comfortable seat of 2 Shanks' pony.

P.R.G. HMorgan
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BULLROUTS AND TICKS
(things the tourist brochures don't mention)

I've been living in North Queensland for thirteen years,
and only this year heard of bullrouts and had my first scrub
tick bite.

I became interested in bullrouts when Alan told me a
friend of his had been stung by one in rapids in the Tully
River. The pain was severe and he had to have pain killing
injections and was admitted to hospital.

The bullrout belongs to the Scorpaenidae class of fish.
Its scientific name is Notesthes robusta and it has fifteen
dorsal, three anal, and a single spine in each ventral fin.
The spines have venom glands and the first symptom of enven-
omation is pain which can be excruciating. It lives in fresh-
water rivers and creeks and will usually move away form intru-
ders, but large groups of bushwalkers who leap into the water
together are at risk, especially if the water is murky.

Gavin was stung by a bullrout when he was ten years old
at Freshwater Creek near Cairms. He trod on it as he was
walking along the creek bank. He went to the Cairns Base
Hospital where he had injectionms to kill the pain which he
remembers was severe.

Another friend of mine told me about a man who was stung
when he brushed against one when he was on a wave ski in a
North Queensland river. :

The volume of venom introduced depends on the depth of
penetration of the spine. The hands and feet are the usual
sites of fish envenomations. The pain may last for a few
hours of several days.

First aid should be applied with the application of a
restricted bandage to retard absorption of the venom, and
immobilization of the affected limb. When no medical aid is
immediately available the limb can be immeresedin hot water
to legen the pain (not toc hot to burn tissues). Fish venoms
are protein compounds and may be partially denatured and de-
toxified by the application of heat. Further treatment is
syptomatic.

My tick experience happened on Mt. Spec on a quiet, Test-
ful weekend with the writer's group. We were walking slowly
through the rainforest stopping frequently toc write down our
observerations. On Saturday night I found a tick in my head.
It was pulled out, and I didn't have any effects.

On Wednesday morning I woke up at about 2:30 am with a
severe pain in my head. It turned out to be another tick
which was deeply embedded in my forehead. It took three hard
tugs to get it out and the pain lasted about three gquarters
of an hour.

Over the next few days my face began to swell from the
forehead down. By Thursday I looked like the elephant man,
and on Friday my eyes were so swollenm I couldn't see. I went
to my doctor and had a phenegan injection and slept for two
days. The swelling gradually decreased and by Monday I was
almost normal.
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The Australian scrub tick, Ixodes holocyclus, can cause
ions ranging from local allergic reactions, anaphylaxis,
tion of the bite site, neuromuscular paralysis and vector
mitted diseases such as tick typhus.
The scrub tick is indigenous to Austrzlia, where its
al hosts are the small furred mammals of the bush (espe-
y bandicoots). It passes through a life cycle including
larva, nymph, and adult and is found extensively in costal
alia. The larvae, nymphs and females all attack humamns.
Forceps or tweezers should be used to remove ticks and
est way is to slide the forceps arcund the front of the
so the '"shoulder" of the creature can be gently levered
Be careful to get the head andmouth parts out. Rough
ment may cause the release of more venom. The venom
ause paralysis (especially in children) which first

ts the lower and upper limbs, breathing and facial muscles.
e tick's head does not come out medical advice should be
t. There is a specific tick anti-venom available if
sary. '
The ticks climb up on grass and wait for an opportunity
mp onto a passing mammal or bushwalker to which they

h and feed continuously for up to seven days.

All three stages of I. holocyclus can sensitize a patient
an all later precipitate an allergic reacticn. These
ions can range from rapid gross swelling to a life
tening anaphylactic reaction. Mild cases can be treated
ti-histamines, but severe ones require adrenalin and
icial ventilation. It is possible to receive immuno-

py with tick extracts to reduce the allergic state.

So if I have a dramatic collapse on a bushwalk you'll
now I'm probably having a severe allergic reactiom to

xt tick bite,

s ROZ GLAZEBROOK

larva




RUNNING RIVER 8 - 9 NOV 86

\ As the title implies this article is on the Runming river
S

e
weekend. Thouch on Ffirst impression I could not imagine where
o= L =

the nzme had been begat.

Originally the slan had been %o do Xount Speec, (whatever
12t means). The view from Ivy Cottage was really picturesgue

gnd the birds zpuvrecizted our visit.

Due to the oredictable damp weather a round table con-
vention decided on Rumning River as a suitasle alternate
venue. An hour or so down the western side cf Hount Spec

brought us to a very dry Running ziver.

No map or guiding star left us with our faith totally
in Alans skills in bushecraft. And =z job ne 4id too,
dvparently erriving at just the spot he had tended on the

m

river. @after scaling some rather arid garmas en route.

The lunch spot we were assured had lots of water in 1
last time. I was beginning to taink that Nouat Spec in the

rein would have been preferable to this hot dry riverbped.

However, zs tae afternoon progressed the river d

its true colours with some very beautiful andé refreshing pools
amid warm wornm rock. And so on at last to the night campsite,
a guick dip and houchy up on the sand. Someone had a fire
going all ready so into the ration pack (what a2 misteke that
turned out 1o bde). Tried some fishing but that was a joke.
So, gathered zround the fire for a word from the wise. Alr-
peds flat but thaet didnt stop my slumber.



I must mention one wancering sole who h-4 gone zhead Ut

(4]

o

came in bpehing. He arrived +toc scon for us to have the 2ill:
going so we were forced to 2] to the Hidden Valley Inn,

journ
(very rustic) lots of interest in the accomodation ?

A1l in 21l =2 most enjoyable weekend trip. in an zrea that
I hope to explore in more depth at a later date. My thanks *to
Alan for lsading us through the weekend - without his knowledge

of the arez we woulé have, no doubt, been lost.

P.R.G MORGAN

BLUE GUM CREEK

On the weekend of 16-17 August John Stevens led a small
but intrepid group on a loop trip from Paluma which, despite
some challenging portions and less-than-lovely-weather, we
thoroughly enjoyed. It happened this way.

Nine of us set out; John Stevens, John Hunter, Anne,

Ted, Jim, Ched, Bill, Tony, and myself. After about two hours
of walking along an easy-to-follow 4wd track we reached 2 fork
in our road. The track John had originally planned to take
was too overgrown to follow. The alternative meant a longer
walk. By this time it had begun to rain and it was either
this or the longer track or perhaps a combination of the two
that caused a decision to be made. Four people turned back.

I won't name names but John and John, Bill, Tony, and myself
(obviously made of stermer stuff) carried on.

Soon the rain stopped. We walked out along a ridge and
then finally down towards a creek. It wasn't easy walking at
this point but later we picked up some cattle tracks and were
able to move at a good speed.

We camped in a large beautiful clearing close Dby Smith
Creek. The campfire that night was enjoyable though it was
then that Bill discovered his first leech. Weassured him he
would not bleed to death but he wasn't easy to convince.

Walking on Sunday morning began with easy steps through
a flat, grassy area. Later we walked along Blue Gum Creek.
This was fine until the rain began. It was no light drizzle.
The creek was beautiful but our enjoyment of it was hampered
by difficult footsteps. Eventually we left the creek and
began the slow, steady slog uphill and back to the road and
the cars.

We were wet, cold, and tired when we reached the vehicles. .
Tony turned on the stove in the combie and we warmed ourselves
with tea and coffee before heading home.

John Stevens is tc be congratulated and commended. He
did & terrific job as leader of the walk.

MADY TANF HENNFRQAMNN



RELAXATION

er‘j Kersh awl

My Canberra friends Jim and Diane are busy people, both
having demanding jobs. Not withstanding, they took me out
and around the town in the evenings. But one night Jim didn't
get in until 9 pm and, after the late meal, we flopped out on
the large settee and I made a suggestion - would they like to
relax whilst I read a little of my writing from manuscript.
I chose an incident from the first chapter of my book,
"Green Daylight'.

Easter 1932

Juniper Gulf

"What is there in this life, for me,
But that which I might know and see?
And what becomes of all I see and know;
If I let gop?"
G.W.Y.

In his "The Craysman', Geoffrey Winthrop Young, the
famous mountaineer, could almost have pictured our epic
adventure in the depths of Juniper Gulf.

I had been roaming around the Lake District for two
weeks before Easter, and as a result was fighting fit,
which was just as well the way things turned out.

Juniper Gulf is a super-severe pot-hde not far from
Gaping Ghyll and the N.C.F.C. decided to make camp near the
pot-hole itself. With guite a large gathering - usual at
Easter holiday - besides the usual muster of tents was an
‘army bell tent which did service as a meeting hall, confer-
ence room and sing-song theatre. Good Friday morning was
spent getting camp fixed and the aftermoon in rigging the first,
daylight depth of 80 ft., then pulling and tugging the many
rope ladders and line through tortuous narrow passages, down
the 50 ft. pitch and more passages to dump a load of gear
at the top of the Big Pitch. Quite a busy afternoon, but
tomorrow was to be the Big Day when we would bottom the hole.
After tea we squeezed into the bell tent to sing and hear
bawdy ballads and jokes, products of our Leeds University
contingent. i

But Saturday morning, surprisingly early, saw us making
our way down: comparatively easy now for the ladders were
already rigged and we were only lightly burdened by our
lamps and a day pack with food. Now, a large drop at the
nether end of a2 pot-hole constitutes a great difficulty,

(make this one super-severe) we knew that, but did not
contemplate that our gruelling test was to come from a totally
unexpected source.

OUr progress was good as we merrily tied and slung
ladder after ladder into the dark''Gulf" - two hundred feet
of it - we deemed it sufficient to reach bottom and by 9 am
our first man, fastened on 200 ft. offstout line, was over
the top and warily treading rungs into the gloom. It
seemed an awfully long way down - only a pin-prick of light
and a very faint whistle signal to haul up the life-line.



'I went third, and when I joined the other two we decided
to go down the sloping ledge and so to the deep canal of
no further advance.

Coming back to the foot of the ladder we were astonished
tc see many dots of light at the top but no one had descended!
They saw us and a great roaring ensued. In a large cavern
it is nearly impossible, owing to the reverberating echoes,
to have a long-distance conversation! They were obviously
trying to tell us something but it reached us as a quite
unintelligable booming and our whistle signals werépot 80
replete as to tell us of the disaster! After the first
bedlam, by means of slow, sustained, single syllables, we
eventually got the message - LIFE --LINE--STUCK'

Editor - Life Line Stuck! What are they going to do

now? Hold out for the next ‘exciting part in

Harry's adventure in our next issue!!!!
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24SY ROCE-HOPPING

hl= article is written in defense of the newcomer TO

=

to bushwalking who has to come to grips with rochk-hopping.

Rock-hopoing to most of us is second nature only beczuse
most of us have been through the tribulations of it. In osher
#ords, the school of hard knocks. Learning to decome & rock-

hopper goes in three stages.

(I) Overcoming personzl fears (eg. heights), meking decisions
eg. to jump or not to jump), and gaining confidence to take
their stride to further limits (eg. learning correct feet

placement and stance).

(2) The abilisy to plan f ste ahead to avoid cbstacles

oo
(eg. 2 dry patch across fthe v*terway , and meintain an even
level to &void unmecessary climbing up and dowegn. This 1s ¥o
conserve energy if carrying a weexend pack. To Dbe able To

xeep a steady pace and negotiate difficult sections with lim-

ited assistance.

(3) To bpe confident and competent in all situatioas and con-
ditions (eg. adverse weatizer conditions and/or greasy rocks),
and observe the laxndscape for features for the return segment

cf the trip anéd for the next return trip.
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DOWN TO BLUE GUM CREEX 19ch Januacry

Tt was oae of those unpublicised walks, kept for the select faw which
happen to know. On that Sunday morning, Ted, Ann, Jim and I, braviag
the threatening rain, were headiag north for Paluma. It was drizzlinag
on and off as we made our way aloung the Bruce Highway. Lictle could be
seen of the Paluma Range as the cloud ceiling was quite low.

We left my car parked off the road, l.5 kms west of Paluma township,
near the entrance to an old logging road. For the first 35 ains we
generally walked along that logging road, in a southerly directioan and
mostly through rainforest. A few minutes after crossing the boundary
between the rainforest and eucalypt forest we emerged on a rocky
outcrop overlooking a creek. Nearby were the remains of an old mine,
complece witch ore crushing equipment, rusty bed base and some cooking
uncensils.

200 metres further down, we reached a waternfall feeding iato a rock
pool. The water ther was anything but limpid, making the pool and its
contants look like an oversized cup of tea. From there on, we followed
the crsek bed. Although the rocks were wet and rather slippery, che
going was =asy because of the absence of waterfalls and large rocks.
Afrter another 300 mectres, we reached the junction with the creek coming
down froam the pumping station, Blue Gum Creek? Jim decided not to go
any further. Since it was too early for lunch, Ted, 4nn and I coatinued
down the creek.

The craek hed from thera on was flatening. Another 300 metcres saw us at
the junction wich another creek flowing from the gast. The valley began
widening and within 100 metres we reached a large pool surrounded by
palm and pandanus trees. The going further downstrz2am appeared to be
getting aeven easier. Since we were not out to strain ourselves, we did
aot go any further. We stopped chere for lunch and a swiam.

#e walked out the same way as we walked in, ian ! hr 30 mins from our
lunch place. Altogether it was a rather esasy, relaxing walk, a great
7ay of speanding a Sunday away from the coastal heat. As a bonus, we had
found a potential walk, which would involve following the creek further
iownstraam.
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BARTLE FRERE

On October 10th after a day in Townsville sitcting
at home wondering if the weather would clear up I packed
up my gear and went on ''the bushwalk of the year'! =————
Mt. Bartle Frere. At first is seemed that this, like
so manywalks before it, would be rained out. It poured
rain all the way to Cardwell. After Cardwell the wet
weather practically stopped. The sky was still over-
cast but at least for that moment it seemed.that Cthings
were holding. As we pulledinto the Joshephine Falls
picnic area, where we were to camp that night, it started
to drizzle. As it turned out [ spent over an hour putting
up Ted's tent in the pouring rain. When I finally had
the wretched thing up L collapsed inside hoping Co get
as much shut-eye as possible before the big climb the next
day.

This is as good a time as any to give the reader
some background informatiom. Bartle Frere 1is the high-
est mountain in Queensland at just over 1600 metres. It ¢
is the highest point in the Bellenden Ker Range which
borders the Atherton Tablelands. On a clear day the
mountain is an imprassive sight. [t can be seen from
almost all of the Tablelands as well as Innisfail and
the surrounding area. The mountain has some magnificent
stands of rainforest. Unfortunately, the easterm face
was swept by Cyclone Winifred earlier this year and the
rainforaest was all but destroyed on that side.

I awoke the next morning to hear a bird calling. I
realized that the rain had stopped. As quickly as I
could manage I put my thongs con and jogged to the end of
the -road to see the whole of Bartle Frere cloud-free.

I was overjoyed as I knew without a shadow of a doubt
chat we would be climbing that day.

It wasn't long before we had our gear packed and were
on our way. The track to the face of the mountain went
through some high stands of rainforest and also more
gympie than 1'd ever seen. It wasn't long after this
that the track started to climb. Eventually we reached
rhe creek. This was our last water-stop befors the top
of the mountain. The trail was every bit as steep as I
had been told and in some places we were literally grab-
bing roots to hoist ourselves up. Because of the damage
done by the cyclome we had great views almost all the way
along the trail.

We eventually entered the cloud at about 3,300 fe
This gave the forest an unmistakable dream-like quality.
It was a damper enviromment and it brought out the leeches.
However, I had an ample supply of Rid and literally
coverad myself with the stuff. Ancther thing you get
on Bartle Frere are large flies that look and sound
axactly like bushflies. These slow-moving creaturss fall
e2asy prey Co the swat of a hand and, as I found out,
den't even bite.

As we nearad the top of the mountain we side-tracked
through some mossy rainforest in the direction of tne £in
mine where we camped that night. The rainforest ceased
rather suddenly and we found ourselves 1in a mMOSSy, bare
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alpine area. ‘It was surprisingly warm for 4,300 feet
but that was because it was the heat of the day. Another _
thing I noticed was how dry everthing was up thers. We
arrived at the camp to be greected by Greg, Graham and
Marion who had arrived on Friday. I was beginning Co
feel this was going to be a very crowded campsite.

Noching much happened the rest of Saturday and the
clouds didn't clear much so I sat on a rock ledge and
watched the clouds drift past. - This was a unique
experience I can tell you. Later that afternoon the
others arrived and I was glad we were one of .the first
few people into the campsite because by the Cime averyone
arrived it was pretty crowded.

‘That night the weather closed in with foggy clouds
and misty rain that reminded me of London weather. I had
brought along plenty of cold-weather clothes that all
came in handy that night. The odd thing about Bartle
Frere weather is that even if it's celd outside it 1is
still very humid so you need to drink lots of water dur-
ing the night. - .

Spirits really began to drop the next morning when
we awoke to find that we were still clouded in. Were we
in for a surprise! At about breakfast time the whole
sky clearsd and the view was breathtaking. If we looked
to our right we looked out on the wide expanse of the
Atherton Tablelands. Looking straight ahead we saw

mountain range after mountain range. I believe it was
clear enocugh to see all the way to Townsville, at least
300 Km away. .

The change in the weather made us extra confident
of good views as we made our way to the summit. The
route to the summit follows an interesting course. There
is everything from a dwarf rainforest no taller than a
man, tc a hair-raising boulder course where we followed
the pink arrows. Soon we were only a hair's breach from
the summit so I decided to make the final dash for the top.

The climate at the top was exhilarating with an icy
wind blowing and a rocky lookout from which we could see
down to Babinda and the surrounding country side more than
5,000 feet below. Another unique feature of the summit
area is a bright orange slug that is found on the stunted
trees near the top. As far as I know, this slug is found
nowhere else around this area.

Bartle Frere is a true mountain and people should
treat it as such but for those who do try it awaits a
really unique adventure in tropical North Queensland.

/—\ BILL KINSEY
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ONONGE - FANE (3 P Stewns) 1 9-12 AUGUST 1985

Jacksons' Airporct, .00 a.mn.. Daylight is breaking and the early morning
misec i3 still hugging rhe nearby hills. In rhe distance, the peaks of
rthe Owen Stanley Range, surrounded by morning clouds, form a barrier
hiding the rising sun. Weather conditcions locok favourable today and
hopefully our pilot should not be long.

Standing beside me in front of Central Air Services' locked gates are
another 4 bushwalkers: Andrew Givboans, David Grey, Stephen Wright and
Patr Baker. The area we are heading for stretches between 90 kms and

170 kms north of Port Moresby and is commoanly known as the Goilala.
Andrew, David and Stephen have accompanied me oan several of ay previous
walks in cthis area. Pat is making her firstc trip there. As for me, 1t
@ill be the eighth week-end trip I'11 lead in the Owen Stanlsy Range
this year. This week-end, our walk will be between Ononge and Fane, CtWwWO
cacholic missions.

The Goilala was first explored late last century by catholic
nissionaries of the order of the Sacred Heart. Over the years, these
missionaries gradually moved inland, building supply trails and
churches as they went. By the niddle of this century the missions wers
well astablished and were linked by graded trails which were used by
caravans of pack horses bringing supplies from the Papuan coast. During
the 60's and 70's most missions built airstrips to speed up travel to
and from Port Moresby. Another reason was that pack trail maincenance
was taking too much of thedir rime. Leftr without maintenance, these
trails quickly deteriorated. Rapid rainforest regrowth and frequent
landslides made then impassable in many places in a matter of years. My
aim is to follow one of these old pack trails and, if all goes well, we
will reach Fane late on Sunday afternoon. I ought to say I do not
axpect any problem, ocherwise I would not have let Pat come along.

In addition to its trails, scme more walkable than others, the Goilala's
other major attractions are {ts scenery, 1icCs generally friendly
natives, its airscrips and its convenient closeness O Port Moresby
(POM). Andrew Gibbons in a trip report vividly described the area as
follows: "mostly intermitable series of ridges and valleys, foaming
rivers, amiable and curious villagers, bright butterflies and orchids
and occasional birds of prey, miles of pack trails and forest patchs,
hilltop missions and f-seater planes hoping between ski-jump
airscrips™. It is a mountainous area with dozens of peaks over 3000
metres, separacted by deep valleys whose steep sides are fraquently
covered with grassland, offering magnificent views. Its airstrips are
famous for being usually built on ridge tops and up mountainsides. To
the craveller, the local missions seem to have engaged in scme mindless
rivalry as to which would build the most hair raising one.

Travel in and out of the Goilala 1is generally by plane. Some limiced
access by road is possible to Tapini, the district headquacters. &4 WDS
are recommended and the drive from POM takes between 5 and 6 hours in
dry weather. Walking, such as aloag the old Dubuy Trail between Onongse
and Mariboi Plantation, is possible though I would not recommend 1cC,
Today, to get to Ononge, we have chartered a Cessuna 206 from Central Air
Services (CAS), a local air charter company whiech is virtually

bankrupt. The plane is a f-gseater and its underbelly cargo bay will
accommodate cur packs.

On the airport side of the fence, rhere is some movement. Pectear, CAS'
chief and only remaining pilot, is comming out of the tarmac arsa and
is walking towards us. He does not look too cheerful today. He does not
nring any good news either. CAS' only remaining aircraft in a "flying
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condirion" has got a flat battery and cannoc he started. Pater tells us
that not much can be done uncil he gets a new battery and this will
have to wait until the shops open. He suggests that we should go back
home and phone him in another hour. Lefr with no other cheice except
cancelling the trip we acceptC. We get ourselves and our packs weighted
and, leaving our packs to CAS' care, we all pile up in my Sazuki Sierra
for a hasty recreat. Meanwhile, Parer has borrowed a scrawdriver and a
pair of pliers out of my tool Dox and he promises to do whatever he can
to ensure that we leave as soon as possible. (It rains almost every
afterncon in the mountains and the later we go, the more walking ian the
rain we are likely to have tco do.)

Qur retreat takes us to Andrew's flac, in the suburb of Gordons, 5
minutes drive from the airport. 40 minutes later, and well aware of how
things work in PNG, I call CAS and I am told that the plane is once
again in a flying condition. The pilot is waiting for us. Back to the
airport, Peter tells us that using the tools I lent him, and after much
trying he was able to start the plane. Even so, he does not guarantee
4r will scart again. Therefore, when we get L0 Ononge, he will not stop
the engine. Since our packs are already loaded into the aircraftc all we
have to do is step in. After a few minutes spent securing the seats o
the floor of the aircraft and emsuring that all safety belts work, we
are on OUr Way.

Editor-Thank goodness they are on their way. There are
7 more pages in John's epic to g0 yet(and this
#as only a weekend trip!)
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POSITION VACANT

The Job: weather Forecaswyer

Qualificaftions: Expert knowledge of future weather patterms
to determine suitability of venues during
I937

Duties: (I) To develop and direct = workabdls $rip
calender for 1387 .

(2) To provide assistance %o ftrip leaders
on possible wvariations
(3) To speak ovenly to members and explain
decisions
The organisation: The Townsville Bush walkers which provides
excsllent bushwalking services to its members.
It is an equal ovportunity organisation.
Condi%ions: The vposition carries a salary, lurks and
perks, which will be made availables on

application.
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